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Minutes of …	LITTLE COMPTON 
	ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
		
Correspondence Address:	Clerk LCPC, 32 Fosseway Avenue, Moreton-in-Marsh, Gloucs, GL56 0EA
Telephone:	07773 420089	
Email:		littlecompton.pc1 @gmail.com
Website:		www.littlecomptonpc.org

These are the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Little Compton Parish Council held on Monday 17th January 2026 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. 
Present:	
Councillors: Matt Povey (Chairman), Charlie Huntingford (CH) and Nigel Martin (NM). 
Clerk: Trudi Ade-Hall (TA)
Warwickshire County Councillor: Jo Barker and Stratford District Councillor: Sarah Whalley-Hoggins 
There were five members of the public present.

1) Apologies and absences: Graeme Evans (GE), and Wayne Parker (WP)

2) Minutes of the 17th November 2025 meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman.    

3) Report from District Councillor Sarah Whalley-Hoggins: 

· Sarah attended a Cabinet meeting earlier in the day which included budget discussions. The Council Tax is due to be increased by 2.99%, which is the maximum allowed. Bin charge will also be increased by £2 (4%).
· The provision of solar carports in Leisure Centre Car Parks has been approved. The £1.2m budget, previously allocated for the Hydro Electric Power scheme, will be repurposed to this. A further £600,000 will be allocated to support the project from the Climate Change Fund. More information can be found here (https://www.stratford.gov.uk/news/press.cfm/current/1/item/138679).
· There is a new committee: The Housing Delivery Group.
· There are discussions about closing Bridge Street in Stratford-on-Avon to traffic and making it pedestrian only. This was not seen to be a positive move.
· The Royal Shakespeare Theatre is a potential terrorist target and so anti-terrorism strategies, such as bollards, may be introduced soon.
· Stratford-on-Avon District Council is running a consultation on a proposal to introduce a Council Tax premium on second homes. Further information is available (contact the Clerk). Sarah recommended that anyone with a home that is rented out via Air BNB or the like should register this as a business to avoid paying a second council tax on the property.
· A decision is due to be made in July on the Devolution.
· Over half £ ½ million has been set aside for a GP practice in the Ellen Badger Centre, but this hasn’t happened yet. Sarah has asked for clarity on the situation.

a. Report from Warwickshire County Councillor Jo Barker:

· Jo recommended reporting any potholes on Fix My Street or directly at https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/reporthighwayproblem. Take photos and drop a pin (or two depending on the size) and a location description and add this to the report. If the pothole is 10cm or deeper then it must be fixed within 24 hours.
· All local village Primary Schools  will be full next year.
· There are difficulties recruiting for childminders and Reablement staff.
· On-street parking charges may be introduced in areas such as Shipston. Jo will be opposing this.
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4) Correspondence received : 

a. The quote for playground improvements came in at £40,000, reduced to £32,000 for ‘prompt payment’. There are numerous grants available - Jo suggested looking at equipment for disabled children (this may increase the chance of a grant) and she will check with Sports England. Sarah said she would check if there would be any CIL money available towards the cost.
b. A response was received from Passenger Transport (WCC), which detailed the difficulties and financial cost of adding a stop due to it being on a main road. The consensus of all present was that this cannot be progressed and will now come off the agenda.
c. An update on the two defibrillators was provided by Shipston First Response. The Village Hall defib uses alkaline batteries and is not guaranteed to work as the batteries are supplied by a third party, so the ambulance service would not use this. We will look into this and the options available. We will also look at getting a workshop organized for anyone who is interested to attend.
d. There was an update from the Acorns Primary School in Long Compton, and this will be displayed in both of our village noticeboards, along with a poster for the school.

5) General Public :  

a. There is still a problem with blocked gullies and culverts around the village, however it is often the responsibility of the owner of the adjoining land / adjacent hedge to manage. The ditch by Willow End, down Barton Lane, is totally blocked. A gentle reminder is issued to all villagers with responsibility for keeping these clear to inspect and manage the ditches regularly. 
b. A total of twelve “20 is plenty” signs have now been put up around the village. Feedback would be useful – larger signs can be installed if it is felt they are needed.
c. The village hall has agreed to be a potential Rest Centre in the event of a significant incident in Coventry, Solihull or Warwickshire, to help support local communities during emergencies. To be prepared for this they are asked to provide a safe and warm environment, along with basic refreshments, food, and drinks. A donation was made from the Council last year and this is requested again this year, to help keep the Hall running. An amount has been included in the budget to allow for this.

6) The Annual Parish meeting will be held on 18th May 2026.  

7) Finances were acknowledged for December 2025 and January 2026 (to date). 
a. The Budget figure was agreed by Councillors to remain at the same level and will be submitted.  
b. The Precept is due to be submitted by 23rd January. The Council agreed to request an increased amount to allow for Playground improvements, general maintenance works around the village, and a donation to the Village Hall.  

8) Planning Applications:  

Most of the recent planning applications have been approved and there are no areas of concern.

The meeting was closed at 7:53pm

Date of next meeting is Monday 16th March 2026 at 7pm


The Council would like to acknowledge the passing of Sir Alec Reed, who leaves a great legacy in our village. He was knighted in 2011 for services to business and charity, changing the face of British philanthropy, with his Big Give organisation raising more money at Christmas time than the BBC’s Children in Need or Comic Relief. He will be remembered by his family as a devoted husband, father, grandfather and great-grandfather.  




